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SUMMARY. 


AREA  ...  ...  ...  ...  3,777  Acres 

POPULATION  CENSUS  1901  ...  ...  12,447 

))  n  1911  •••  •••  ^3)354 

„  n  1921  ...  13.511 


NUMBER  OF  INHABITED  HOUSES,  Dec.  1926  3,298 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

BIRTH  RATE  per  1,000  LIVING  ...  15-38 

DEATH  „  „  „  „  ...  9-68 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY  per  i,ooo  BIRTHS  28  84 


Higham  Ferrers  and  Rushden 
Water  Board. 

Separate  System 

Sedimentation  Tanks  and 
Double  Filtration. 


WATER  SUPPLY  | 
SEWERAGE 
SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 


Urban  District  of  Rushden 


Statistical  Memoranda,  1926. 

SITUATION. 

Latitude,  52°  17'  N.  Longitude,  36'  W. 

AREA. 

3,777  acres. 

GEOLOGICAL  FORMATION. 

Limestone,  Sand  and  Clay. 

ELEVATION  OF  AREA. 

[50  feet  to  300  feet. 

POPULATION. 

Census,  1921  — 13,511. 

Estimated  to  middle  of  June,  1926 — 13,520. 

NUMBER  OF  INHABITED  HOUSES. 

Census,  1911 — 2,863. 

„  1921—3,076. 

December,  1922 — 3,078. 

M  1923— 3»099- 

,,  1924—3,174- 

n  1925—3,241- 

„  1926—3,298. 

RAINFALL  (in  inches). 

1925—24-39.  1926-26-50. 

Average — 2*2083  per  month. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

Constant  Service. 

SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

By  water  carriage  for  the  most  part. 

BIRTH  RATE. 

15*38  per  1,000. 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 

28*84  1,000  births. 

PHTHISIS  DEATH  RATE. 

*66  per  1,000  living. 


RUSHDEN 

URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


-  ^» » t  ^ - 

To  the  Chairman  and  Councillors  of  the 
Urban  District  of  T^ushden, 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  the  annual  report 
for  the  year  1926  on  the  Public  Health  of  the  district  under 
your  administrative  control. 

This  year  in  accordance  with  the  instructions  of  the 
Ministry  of  Health,  the  report  will  not  be  so  extensive  as  that 
of  last  year  which  was  a  Survey  Report  covering  the  previous 
five  years.  The  general  formation  of  the  report,  however, 
will  be  similar  to  that  followed  in  previous  years. 

Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area.  Summary. 

Area  ...  ...  ...  (acres)  3,777 


Population  (Census  1921)  ... 

Estimated  Population,  1926  ...  i3)520 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses,  1921  3,076 

1926  3^298 

Number  of  Families  or  separate 

Occupiers  1921  3,3^^ 

1926  4,146 

Rateable  Value  ...  ^51,260 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  £,^^7 


An  examination  of  the  above  figures  if  they  are  compared 
with  those  of  previous  years,  will  shew  that  the  estimated 
population  of  13,520  seems  incorrect.  This,  however,  is  the 
figure  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  must  be  accepted  in 
order  that  the  figures  for  the  whole  county  may  be  compar¬ 
able.  After  careful  inquiry  I  have  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  a  figure  in  the  region  of  13,800  would  be  nearer  the  mark, 


The  number  of  inhabited  houses,  viz.,  3,298,  must  be  con¬ 
sidered  satisfactory  as  it  exceeds  the  hgure  for  1925  by  no 
less  than  47,  but  it  must  be  noted  that  the  number  of  separate 
occupiers,  viz.,  4,146,  exceeds  the  figure  for  last  year  by  81, 
which  seems  to  indicate  that  there  is  still  a  considerable 


shortage  of  houses  in  the  district. 

Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics. 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Rirfhs  i 

1 16 

83 

199 

\  Illegitimate 

4 

r- 

0 

9 

Birth  Rate  (R.G.)  i5'38. 

Deaths,  131.  Death  Rate,  9*68. 

120 

88 

208 

Number  of  Women  dying  in  or  in  consequence  of 


Childbirth  : 

(a)  from  Sepsis  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  from  other  causes  ...  ...  i 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year,  per  1,000  births  : 

Legitimate  Illegitimate  Total 

30*15  Nil  28*84 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ..  Nil 

Deaths  from  WTooping- Cough  (all  ages)  Nil 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  Nil 


Local  Birth  Rate. 

According  to  the  Registrar-General’s  figures  the  total  num¬ 
ber  of  births  registered  in  the  district  for  1926  was  208,  of 
which  120  were  males  and  88  were  females,  giving  a  birth 
rate  of  i5‘38,  which  figure  is  much  as  that  for  1925.  It  must, 
however,  be  noted  that  this  figure  would  be  considerably 
lower  if  a  more  accurate  estimate  of  the  population  had  been 
made. 

It  must  be  noted  that  the  local  birth  rate  is  stil]  consider¬ 
ably  lower  than  that  for  England  and  Wales. 

Birth  Rate —  1920.  1921.  1922.  1923.  1924.  1925.  1926. 

Rushden  22*77  1989  i7'97  i7'6  14*4  15. 3^  ^5  3^ 

Eng.  &  Wales  25*4  22*4  20*6  19*7  18*8  18*3  17*8 


Local  Death  Rate. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  for  the  district  as  shewn  by  the 
Registrar-General  was  131,  of  which  77  were  among  males 
and  54  among  females,  giving  a  general  death  rate  of  9*68. 
This  must  be  regarded  as  a  very  satisfactory  figure. 

Death  Rate —  1920.  1921.  1922.  1923.  1924.  1925.  1926. 
Rushden  9*23  10*71  9*6  949  9*81  10*01  9.68. 
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Infant  Mortality. 

The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  (the  number  of  deaths  among 
infants  under  one  year  per  i,ooo  infants  born)  for  the  year 
1926  is  the  extraordinarily  low  hgnre  of  28  84.  It  must  be 
realized  that  the  numbers  dealt  with  are  so  small  that  this 
cannot  be  regarded  as  a  truly  fair  estimate,  although  it  must 
be  considered  highly  satisfactory.  It  is  almost  impossible 
that  this  sudden  drop  from  6r6i  in  1 925  can  possibly  be 
maintained  in  future  years.  The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  for 
England  and  Wales  for  1926  was  70. 


Infant  1920.  1921.  1922.  1923.  1924.  1925.  1926. 

Mortality  Rate  73'i7  80*5  76-92  49-3  55-55  6r6i  28  84 


The  following  table  shews  in  detail  the  causes  of  death  as 
returned  by  the  Official  Registrar  : 


Causes  of  Death  Males 

Encephalitis  Lethargica  i 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System  8 

Other  Tuberculosis  Diseases  ...  o 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease  ...  12 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  &c.  ...  5 

Heart  Disease  ...  ...  8 

Arterio-Sclerosis  ...  ...  4 

Bronchitis  ...  ..  i 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  ...  Jo 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  ...  2 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum  i 

Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis  i 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  ...  ...  1 

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis  ...  i 


Other  Accidents  and  Diseases  of 
Pregnancy  and  Parturition  ...  o 
Congenital  Debility  and  Malfor¬ 
mation,  Premature  Birth  ...  '5 


Suicide  ...  ...  3 

Other  Deaths  from  Violence  ...  2 

Other  defined  Diseases  ...  9 

Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown  ...  3 


F'emales 

I 

I 

3 
I  r 

4 
10 

I 

3 

4 

I 

I 

o 

o 

o 

I 

o 

o 

3 

TO 

O 


77  54 


Of  the  6  deaths  among  infants  of  under  one  year  of  age,  5 
of  them  are  included  under  the  heading  of  Congenital  Debil¬ 
ity,  Malformation  or  Premature  Birth. 

Encephalitis  Lethargica  was  the  cause  of  death  in  two 
cases.  This  disease  is  unfortunately  on  the  increase,  and 
although  the  number  of  cases  in  the  town  has  not  been  large, 
the  two  deaths  hardly  give  a  proper  indication  of  the  very 
crippling  effect  wffiich  this  disease  has. 
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Tuberculosis. 

Tuberculosis  caused  death  in  12  instances,  giving  a  mortality 
rate  of  '88. 

The  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  mortality  rate  for  the  year 
was  the  low  hgure  of  ’66. 


Tuberculosis. 


1921. 

1922.  1923. 

1924. 

1925- 

1926. 

Number  of  deaths 

17 

21  17 

15 

15 

12 

Mortality  rate 

1*23 

1-25  123 

1-09 

1*08 

•88 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

1921. 

1922.  1923. 

1924. 

1925- 

1926. 

Number  of  deaths 

H 

17  12 

12 

14 

9 

Mortality  rate 

I  0 1 

1-23  -87 

•87 

1*01 

•66 

Cancer. 

It  is  regrettable  to  note  that  this  year  23  deaths  were 
caused  by  cancer,  giving  a  mortality  rate  of  17  which  is  the 
highest  recorded  figure  for  cancer  in  this  town.  As  pointed 
out  previously  this  increase  of  cancer  is  by  no  means  local, 
but  is  noticeable  in  England  and  Wales  as  a  whole.  The 
difficulty  in  dealing  with  this  disease  in  its  early  and  curable 
stages  is  that  its  onset  is  often  insidious  and  painless  and  the 
patient  does  not  present  himself  for  medical  attention  until 
the  disease  is  so  far  advanced  that  there  is  little  hope  of 
successful  eradication. 

1921.  1922.  1923.  1924.  1925.  1926. 

Number  of  Deaths  12  11  9  20  16  23 

Mortality  Rate  ‘88  -8  79  1-45  i-i6  17 

Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Blood-vessels. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  this  cause  was  23,  or  a  mortality 
rate  of  17,  which  shews  a  slight  improvement  over  the  figure 
2*03  for  1925. 

1921.  1922.  1923.  1924.  1925.  1926. 

Number  of  Deaths  13  17  24  24  28  23 

Mortality  Rate  *95  i‘23  174  175  2  03  17 


Bronchitis,  Pneumonia  and  other  Respiratory  Diseases. 

Deaths  caused  by  the  above  numbered  21,  giving  a  mortality 
rate  of  i‘54.  This  figure  closely  resembles  that  for  1925. 


1921.  1922. 

1923. 

1924. 

1925.  I 

926. 

Number  of  Deaths 

15  23 

14 

*9 

20 

21 

Mortality  Rate 

1-09  1-69 

roi 

1-38 

1-4 

I ’54 

Death  Rate  as  a  whole. 

1921.  1922. 

1923. 

1924. 

1925- 

1926. 

10-71  9-6 

9'49 

98 1 

10-01 

9-68 

8 


Deaths  at  all  Ages  for  the  year  1926 
according  to  Death  Returns  received. 


Total 

Under 

1-2 

2-3 

3-4  4-5 

5-10  10-15  15-20  20-35  35-45  45-65  65  & 

I  yr 

yrs 

yrs 

yrs  yrs 

yrs  yrs  yrs 

yrs 

yrs 

yrs 

over 

130 

6 

I 

- 

I 

I  2  3 

3 

7 

32 

55 

2 

Outward  transfers 

Inward  transfers 

2 

2 

7 

8 

128 

3 

5 

9 

39 

63 

The  above  table  shews  how  the  deaths  occurred  among 
local  residents  in  the  various  age  periods  according  to  the 
local  returns.  There  is,  however,  a  slight  discrepancy  between 
the  local  and  the  official  figures.  This  is  no  doubt  accounted 
for  by  the  fact  that  the  period  covered  by  the  local  returns 
differs  slightly  from  that  of  the  Official  Registrar. 

Causes  of  Sickness  and  Invalidity* 

The  year  1926  may  be  looked  upon  as  an  extraordinarily 
healthy  year,  for  the  expected  epidemic  of  influenza  did  not 
materialize.  There  were,  as  might  be  expected,  a  number  of 
cases  of  this  disease  in  the  spring  and  late  autumn,  but  Influ¬ 
enza  did  not  by  any  means  assume  epidemic  proportions. 
Measles  and  Chicken-pox  were  fairly  prevalent,  and  Chicken- 
pox,  which  was  notifiable  during  the  greater  part  of  the  year 
may  be  said  to  have  been  epidemic.  Again  I  wish  to  empha¬ 
size  the  fact  that  the  so-called  childish  ailments  are  still 
treated  too  lightly  by  parents  and  the  necessity  of  isolation  is 
not  sufficiently  realised.  It  is  quite  understood  that  it  is 
difficult  to  carry  out  strict  isolation  in  homes  where  there  are  a 
number  of  children,  but  it  seems  hardly  fair  that  careful 
parents  should  be  penalised  by  the  neglect  of  others. 

General  Provision  of  Health  Services  in  the  Area. 

Under  the  heading  of  Hospitals  there  are  three  such 
Institutions  within  the  Urban  boundaries.  The  Small-pox 
Hospital  which  is  provided  by  the  Council,  and  is  situated  on 
the  Bedford  Road  about  a  mile  outside  the  town.  This 
building  consists  of  two  wards  with  the  necessary  administra¬ 
tive  offices,  and  is  capable  of  housing  some  24  patients. 
Fortunately  it  has  not  been  necessary  to  use  this  institution 
during  the  year. 

The  Cottage  Hospital,  which  is  situated  in  Griffith  Street, 
has  accommodation  for  two  beds,  a  Nurse  being  resident  on 
the  premises.  This  institution  is  used  in  the  main  only  for 
minor  cases,  the  majority  of  persons  requiring  Hospital  treat¬ 
ment  being  sent  to  the  County  Hospital  at  Northampton  or 
Bedford. 

Rushden  House  Sanatorium,  which  although  within  the 
Urban  boundary  is  under  the  administrative  control  of  the 
Northamptonshire  County  Council,  has  accommodation  for 
some  78  patients.  The  majority  of  patients  admitted  to  this 


9 


institution  ;ire  county  residents,  but  a  small  number  are 
admitted  annually  from  other  districts.  vSix  local  patients 
were  admitted  during  the  year.  Although  one  has  no  ofhcial 
information  as  to  the  results  of  treatment  in  this  institution,  it 
is  common  knowledge  that  patients  do  extraordinarily  well 
and  I  am  sure  that  the  after  results  will  compare  favourably 
with  those  of  any  other  similar  inslitution  in  the  country. 

There  is  no  local  Hospital  for  infectious  diseases.  The 
linancial  outlay  require  d  for  the  provision  and  maintenance  of 
such  an  institution  seems  hardly  justihed  as  the  town  has  been 
in  the  past  extraordinarily  free  from  diseases  usually  treated 
in  this  type  of  institution. 

There  are  no  local  Institutions  for  dealing  with  the  problems 
of  the  unmarried  mother,  illegitimate  infants  and  homeless 
children. 

The  local  facilities  for  the  transportation  of  patients  by 
Ambulance  are  excellent,  the  duties  being  carried  out  most 
efficiently  by  The  Rushden  &  District  Motor  Ambulance 
Association.  This  Association  possesses  a  Ford  Motor 
Ambulance,  which  is  available  for  the  removal  of  patients  to 
Hospital ;  calls  being  answered  with  great  promptitude  either 
night  or  day. 

No  Clinics  or  Treatment  Centres  apart  from  a  School  Clinic 
which  has  recently  been  opened,  have  been  established  in  the 
town.  This  School  Clinic  along  with  other  such  services,  is 
in  the  hands  of  the  County  Council. 

Public  Health  Staff. 

Medical  Officer — Part  time. 

Sanitary  Inspector — Whole  time. 

In  each  case  half  of  the  salary  is  recoverable  from  the 
Exchequer  grant  through  the  County  Council. 

Summary  of  Nursing  Arrangements,  &c. 

The  Rushden  Nursing  Association  has  throughout  the  year 
retained  the  services  of  one  fully  trained  District  Nurse,  who 
is  also  a  certihed  Midwife,  whose  services  are  available  for 
the  nursing  of  the  sick  in  their  own  homes.  The  Nurse  has 
done  much  excellent  work  both  in  general  nursing  and  in 
midwifery  throughout  the  year.  The  local  Association  is 
affiliated  with  the  County  Nursing  Association. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  four  practising  Midwives 
in  the  town,  three  of  whom  hold  the  certiheate  of  the  Central 
Midwives  Board.  In  the  latter  part  of  the  year  another  fully 
trained  Nurse  and  certificated  Midwife  came  to  reside  in  the 
town. 

The  question  of  the  nursing  of  Infectious  Diseases,  e.g.. 
Measles,  is  in  the  hands  of  the  County  Nursing  Association 
under  the  direction  of  the  County  Council. 


10 


Laboratory  Work* 

The  following  Table  shews  the  number  of  Pathological 
specimens  submitted  for  examination  together  with  the  results 
of  such  examination.  The  Council  has  an  arrangement  with 
the  Pathological  De}'>artment  of  the  Northampton  General 
Hospital  for  the  carrying  out  of  this  work.  A  supply  of 
Diphtheria  Antitoxin  in  phials  of  two  different  strengths  is 
kept  at  the  Council  Buildings  and  is  available  for  the  use  of 
the  general  Practitioners. 


Pathological  specimens  submitted  for  examination  at  the 
General  Hospital,  Northampton. 


Specimens 

Total 

Positive 

Negative 

Tuberculosis 

25 

9 

16 

Diphtheria 

7 

6 

I 

Totals 

32 

15 

17 

Legislation  in  Force. 

A  List  of  Bye-Laws  and  Adoptive  Acts  made  and  adopted 
by  the  Rushden  Urban  District  Council  is  appended. 


Bye-Laws. 


19th  Nov.,  1891. 
20th  Apr.,  1925. 
19th  Aug.,  r903. 

13th  Nov.,  1907. 

20th  Apr.,  1925. 

5th  Nov.,  1891. 

30th  Mar.,  1903. 
22nd  Aug.,  1908. 

28th  June,  1921. 


Bye-laws  as  to  new  streets  and  buildings. 

V  n  1) 

Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops  Regula¬ 
tions. 

Bye-laws  for  the  Prevention  of  Nuisances, 
etc. 

Bye-laws  as  to  new  streets  and  buildings. 

Adoptive  Acts. 

Part  3  of  the  Public  Health  Act  Amend¬ 
ment  Act,  1890. 

Private  Street  Works  Act. 

Parts  2  and  3,  and  Sections  52,  53,  54,  55, 
57,  58,  59,  60,  61,  62,  63,  64,  65,  66,  and 
68  of  Part  4  of  the  Public  Health  Acts 
Amendment  Act,  1907,  subject  to  certain 
conditions  and  adaptations. 

Part  6  of  the  Public  Health  Acts  Amend¬ 
ment  Act,  1907. 


Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

The  water  supply  is  under  the  control  of  the  Higham 
Ferrers  and  Rushden  Water  Board,  and  is  derived  from  the 
reservoir  situated  at  Sywell,  some  11  miles  from  the  town. 
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The  water  is  of  excellent  quality  and  almost  unlimited  in 
quantity.  With  few  exceptions,  viz.,  houses  in  the  outlying 
districts,  all  the  houses  in  the  truly  urban  area  are  on  the 
supply. 

A  stream  known  as  the  Brook  runs  through  the  town.  For 
the  most  part  it  is  culverted,  but  where  it  is  open  the  bed  has 
been  l)ricked  in  order  that  the  periodical  cleaning  may  be 
more  easily  carried  out.  It  has  been  kept  in  good  sanitary 
condition  throughout  the  year. 

The  water  carriage  system  obtains  throughout  the  town 
with  the  exception  of  certain  outlying  districts  where  the 
sewers  have  not  yet  reached.  In  these  parts  the  pail  closet 
system  or  cesspools  are  provided  and  these  have  been  kept  in 
satisfactory  sanitary  condition  throughout  the  year. 

The  sewage  is  dealt  with  at  the  Sewage  Works  from  which 
an  excellent  effluent  flows  into  the  Brook  and  from  thence 
into  the  Nene. 

Practically  all  the  houses  in  the  truly  Urban  area  are  pro¬ 
vided  with  wash-down  closets  with  flushing  cisterns,  only  in 
the  outlying  districts  does  the  pail  system  prevail. 

The  Scavenging  is  carried  out  by  the  weekly  collection  of 
house  refuse  by  two  closed  and  two  open  carts.  During  the 
year  4,049  loads  were  collected,  of  which  3,468  were  loads  of 
house  refuse  and  581  were  loads  of  crockery,  tins,  etc.  Prac¬ 
tically  all  houses  in  the  area  now  have  galvanized  iron  sanitary 
ash-bins  which  are  provided  by  the  owners  of  property. 


Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

A  detailed  account  of  this  work  which  is  carried  out  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  will  be  found  in  his  appended  Report. 

The  total  number  of  Inspections  made  by  him  during  the 
year  was  1,980,  and  the  number  of  notices  served  totalled  115, 
some  364  defects  being  remedied  as  a  result  of  these  notices. 

During  the  year  none  of  the  live  Council  Schools  in  the 
district  were  closed  on  account  of  Infectious  Diseases. 
Disinfection  of  tliese  buildings  was  carried  out  periodically. 


Housing. 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  ; 

(a)  Total  (including  numbers  given  separately  under 
(B)) 

(b)  With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts  : 

(I)  By  the  Local  Authority 

(II)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  ... 


:>/ 

21 

35 

I 
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1.  — Unfit  Dwelling-houses. 

Inspection 

(1)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Hous¬ 
ing  Acts)  105 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  inspec¬ 

ted  and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolida¬ 
ted  Regulations  1925  30 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state 
so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 

for  human  habitation  ...  3 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-liead)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  25 

2.  — Remedy  of  defects  without  service  of  Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendei  ed 
fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the 
Local  Authority  or  their  Officers  ...  69 

3.  — Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

A.  — Proceedings  under  Section  3  of  the  Housing 

Acts,  1925  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  ren¬ 
dered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  by  Owners  ...  ...  24 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
Closing  Orders  became  operative  in  pursuance 

of  declarations  by  owners  of  intention  to  close  Nil 

B.  —  Proceedings  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  . . .  i 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : 

(a)  by  Owners  ..  72 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  Nil 

C.  — Proceedings  under  Sections  ii,  14  and  15  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1925  : 

(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a  view^  to 

the  making  of  Closing  Orders  ...  ...  2 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  Nil 
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(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the  dwelling- 
houses  having  been  rendered  ht  Nil 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  resjiect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  Nil 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pur¬ 
suance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ..  Nil 

The  Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food,  the  Milk 
Supply,  Milk  &  Dairies  Order,  1926,  etc. 

Tlie  following  tabular  statement  shows  the  work  which  has 
been  done  throughout  the  year  under  this  heading  : — 


Milk  Supply.  Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926. 

Cowsheds  inspected  ...  ....  53 

Dairies  inspected  ...  ...  ...  36 

Milkshops  and  Milkstores  ...  ...  14 

Proposed  New  Dairies  ...  ...  3 

Number  of  samples  of  Milk  taken  for  bacterio¬ 
logical  examination  ...  28 

Application  to  sell  Pasteurised  Milk  ...  i 

(not  granted  in  1926) 

New  Dairies  constructed  ...  ...  i 

Cowsheds  limewashed  ...  ...  14 

Floors  repaired  ...  ...  ...  2 

Accumulations  of  Manure  removed  ...  2 


Meat  Inspection. 

The  following  table  shews  the  work  done  during  1926  under 
this  heading  : — 


Meat,  etc. 

Slaughterhouses,  inspection  of  ...  ...  476 

Butchers’  Shops,  ,,  •••  -3^ 

Fish  Shops  and  Grocers’  Shops  ...  17 

Stalls  on  Market  Place  ...  ...  18 

Other  food  premises  ...  ...  g 


Meat  and  other  food  condemned  as  diseased 

or  unlit  for  food  2  tons  10  cwts.  2  qrs.  17  lbs. 


Slaughterhouses. 

Licensed  ...  ...  ...  6 

Registered  ...  ...  ...  3 

Total  ...  9 

The  Administration  of  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  etc. 
is  in  the  hands  of  the  County  Council. 


Prevalence  and  Control  over  Infectious  Diseases. 


Analysis  of  total  cases  of  Notiiiable  Disease. 


Disease 

C/D 

V 

"O 

ui 

ro 

10 

0 

10 

0 

CJ 

1 

XO 

rc 

to 

in 

0 

t 

0 

c 

p 

)-H 

1 

1 

CO 

*0 

0 

0 

Cl 

10 

ro 

10 

tO  ^ 

0  - 

Small-pox 
Scarlet  Fever 

24 

2 

1 1 

5 

3 

3 

Diphtheria 
Enteric  Fever 

I 

I 

Puerperal  Fevr. 

I 

1 

Pneumonia 

Other  diseases 

25 

I 

0 

I 

1 

I 

3 

I 

6 

6 

generally  notifiable: 

Erysipelas 

Encephalitis- 

4 

2 

1 

I 

Lethargica 

Puerperal 

2 

I 

I 

Pyrexia 

2 

I 

I 

Other  diseases 
notifiable  locally  : 

Chicken-pox 

lOI 

5 

6 

5 

13 

64 

6 

2 

Totals 

160 

1 

7 

6 

5 

16 

78 

13 

7 

9 

3 

9 

6 

Notifiable  Diseases. 


Monthly  Incidence  of  Infections  Disease. 


Months 

lU 
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-I-) 

TC 

'n 
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-t-* 

X 
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Ui 

0) 

> 

<u 
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Oh 
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Pyrexia 
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s 

3 

u 

CO 

13 
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Ui 

CO 
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X 

3  Sc 
b 

Oh 

(U  ^ 
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X 

0 

Oh 

1 

0 

(U 

X 

(J 

CO 
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C  3 

0  CJ 
6  S 

^  c« 

G  ^ 
0.2 

3 

Oh  XI 

Totals 

a 

0 

C/D 

Q 

u 

<u 

3 

Oh 

Cu 

w 

W  ^ 

X 

u 

3  3 

0  H 

cu 

Z 

January 

4 

2 

6 

February 

I 

I 

4 

I 

7 

March 

I 

3 

4 

April 

5 

I 

I 

7 

May 

4 

I 

I 

6 

June 

2 

2 

2 

6 

July 

2 

I 

I 

6 

10 

August 

I 

3 

4 

September 

I 

I 

I 

3 

October 

3 

3 

II 

17 

November 

I 

I 

2 

38 

42 

December 

2 

I 

4 

I 

I 

39 

48 

Totals 

24 

I 

I 

2 

25 

4 

2 

lOI 

160 

15 


Notifiable  Diseases. 


1916  1917  1918  1919  1920  1921  1922  1923  1924  1925  1926 
279  278  21 1  1 18  63  42  79  80  83  203  160 


The  above  Tables  shew  the  number  of  cases  notified  during 
the  year,  together  with  the  monthly  incidence  and  also  how 
they  were  distributed  in  the  various  age  periods. 

Again  this  year  the  number  seems  unduly  high,  but  during 
the  greater  part  of  the  year  chicken-pox  was  notifiable.  If 
the  10 1  cases  of  chicken-pox  are  deducted  from  the  total  the 
normal  figure  would  be  60,  which  may  be  regarded  as  very 
satisfactory. 

Scarlet  Fever  accounted  for  24  of  the  notifications  which 
figure  is  rather  higher  than  that  for  the  previous  few  years. 

Pneumonia  accounted  for  25  of  the  notifications.  This  is  a 
very  marked  increase  over  the  figure  of  14  for  last  year. 
Unfortunately  there  seems  to  be  a  tendency  for  the  number 
of  cases  of  this  disease  to  rise  annually.  Infiuenza  cannot  be 
regarded  as  the  culprit  this  year,  as  the  town  was  singularly 
free  from  this  disease.  It  is  noticeable  that  the  cases  were 
distributed  fairly  equally  throughout  the  year. 

Two  cases  of  Encephalitis  Lethargica  were  notified.  It  is 
extremely  satisfactory  to  note  that  no  cases  of  Ophthalmia 
Neonatorum  were  notified  during  the  year. 


Analysis  of  total  number  of  Deaths  from  Notifiable  Diseases. 


(Corrected  deaths). 


cn 
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0 

10 

VO 
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Disease 

Ui 

(N 

r<-5 
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1— < 

M 
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CN 

CO 
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1 

0 

1 

0 

G 

M 

r\ 

10 

0 

10 

0 

'O 

VO 

VO  >> 

H 

M 

CN 

CO 

0  0 

Pneumonia 

Cases  notified 

7 

I 

"> 

a 

3 

„  not  „ 
Died  in  other 

5 

1 

1 

1 

1 

I 

districts 

3 

2 

I 

Encephalitis 

Lethargica 
Cases  notified 

I 

I 

„  not  ,, 

I 

I 

Totals  ... 

17 

1 

2 

I 

I 

7 

5 

The  above  table  shews  that  there  were  17  deaths  from 
notifiable  disease,  and  also  shews  how  they  were  distributed 
over  the  various  age  periods.  Some  explanation  seems 
necessary  of  the  fact  that  5  of  the  deaths  of  pneumonia  were 
not  notified.  The  probable  reason  for  this  was  that  pneu¬ 
monia  may  have  supervened  on  some  other  cause  and  should 
not  be  considered  as  the  primary  cause  of  death. 

No  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  were  removed  to  Hospital. 
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Tuberculosis. 


New  cases  and  mortality  during  1926. 


Age 

Periods 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0 

I 

I 

I 

5 

10 

2 

I 

I 

15 

1 

I.n. 

20 

2 

I 

25 

4 

2 

I 

I 

35 

3 

2 

45 

I 

55 

65  &  over 

I 

Totals 

7 

8 

2 

I 

4 

I 

Ratio  of  Non-notified  Tuberculosis  deaths — i  in  8. 
n. — Cases  not  notified. 


The  above  table  shews  that  18  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis 
were  notified.  Of  these  15  were  pulmonary  and  3  other 
forms  of  Tuberculosis.  The  table  also  shews  that  8  deaths 
from  Tuberculosis  occurred,  of  which  7  were  from  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  and  one  was  caused  by  the  Non-pulmonary 
type.  Of  the  deaths  only  one  had  not  previously  been  noti¬ 
fied,  giving  a  ratio  of  non-notified  Tuberculosis  deaths  to  the 
total  Tuberculosis  deaths  of  1  in  8.  Notification  of  Tubercu¬ 
losis  within  the  area  may  on  the  whole,  therefore,  be  said  to 
be  satisfactory.  Under  the  Public  Health  (Prevention  of 
Tuberculosis)  Regulations  1925,  one  enquiry  was  made,  no 
notices  were  served  and  there  were  no  appeals  and  no  com¬ 
pensation  was  paid.  Under  the  F^ublic  Health  Act,  1925, 
Section  62,  no  action  was  taken. 


Disinfection. 

There  is  still  no  proper  disinfecting  station  in  the  town  and 
there  are  no  facilities  for  the  cleansing  and  disinfection  of 
verminous  persons.  There  is,  however,  a  small  disinfecting 
chamber  which  was  fitted  up  some  years  ago  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  at  the  depot.  As  in  previous  years  this  has  been 
fully  utilised  and  no  less  than  466  articles  were  disinfected 
there.  84  articles  required  destruction  and  this  was  carried 
out  at  the  Sewage  Farm.  During  the  year,  153  rooms  were 
disinfected. 
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In  conclusion  I  wish  to  offer  my  thanks  to  all  Members  of 
the  Council  for  the  ready  help  and  kindness  they  have  always 
shewn  to  me  in  the  carrying  out  of  my  duties.  I  have  also 
to  thank  the  Officers  of  the  Council  for  their  assistance  at  all 
times  and  particularly  have  I  to  thank  Mr,  Piper,  in  whose 
efficient  hands  is  the  major  part  of  the  Sanitary  work  of  the 
town,  for  his  energy  and  tact  which  have  in  a  large  measure 
contributed  to  the  smooth  and  efficient  working  of  the  Sanitary 
Department. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

OLIVIER  A.  J.  N.  MURISET,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  Edin. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Summary  of  Veterinary  Inspector's  Report,  1926. 


3  months  ending 
March 

3  months  ending 
June 

3  months  ending 
September 

3  months  ending 

December 

Premises  visited 

25 

21 

20 

20 

Milch  Cows  &  Heifers  Inspected 

179 

i68 

174 

i88 

Symptoms  of  Disease  in  Cows  .. 

— 

— 

3 

— 
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Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report. 


*^0  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Rushden  Urban  District  Council 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  annual  report  for  the 
year  1926. 

Voluntary  Improvements. 

It  is  very  gratifying  to  note  there  is  still  a  steady  flow  of 
applications  from  owner-occupiers  of  houses,  to  improve  their 
dwellings  by  causing  spare  rooms  to  be  converted  into  bath¬ 
rooms.  The  bathroom  is  invariably  on  the  first  or  second 
floors  and  contains  a  bath,  lavatory  basin  and  water-closet. 
Personally  I  do  not  advocate  a  water-closet  being  erected  in 
tlie  same  room  as  a  bath  and  lavatory  basin  ;  but  advocate  a 
separate  cubicle  for  this  convenience  on  sanitary  grounds. 
There  is  no  Law  or  Bye-law  to  otherwise  direct,  therefore 
one  has  to  make  the  best  of  a  serious  mistake. 

At  the  end  of  this  report  will  be  found  the  total  number  of 
sanitary  fittings  and  new  drains,  etc.,  constructed  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  the  above. 

The  following  table  will  perhaps  be  of  interest  : — 

First  floor  rooms  converted  for  combined 
lavatories  and  bathrooms  ...  ...  5 

First  floor  rooms  converted  for  separate 
water  closets  ...  ...  ...  2 

Other  improvements  ...  ...  5 

Complaints. 

The  register  kept  at  the  office  for  this  purpose  reveals  a 
total  of  139  against  1  10  complaints  received  for  the  year  1925, 
and  having  regard  to  the  steady  increase  during  the  past  5  or 
6  years  one  might  venture  to  suggest  that  the  department  still 
has  the  confidence  of  those  that  are  offended  against  or 
aggrieved. 


Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses,  etc. 

Under  the  Public  Health  Acts  and  Housing  Acts,  105  houses 
have  been  inspected  ;  practically  the  same  number  of  houses 
as  in  the  previous  year,  but  the  total  number  of  defects  reme¬ 
died  shows  an  increase  of  35,  i.e  ,  288  against  253. 

The  defects  found  and  remedied  have  been  as  in  previous 
years  various,  but  more  numerous,  and  for  a  detailed  list  I  beg 
to  submit  the  appendix  at  the  end  of  this  report. 

There  is  still  a  difficulty  in  obtaining  the  remedying  of 
defects  and  much  correspondence  has  to  be  entered  into 
befere  the  desired  effect  is  obtained.  This  I  believe  is  due  to 
the  high  cost  of  material  etc.  that  still  prevails. 

During  the  year  I  presented  to  the  Health  and  Sanitary 
Committee  a  report  upon  2  more  houses  with  a  view  to  Closing 
Orders  being  made  and  after  full  consideration  of  the  report 
and  having  regard  to  the  housing  shortage  it  was  resolved  by 
the  Committee  to  ask  the  owner  to  remedy  certain  defects 
shown  in  the  report  to  make  the  houses  fit  for  habitation. 
These  defects  were  remedied  and  the  houses  were  allowed 
to  be  occupied. 

For  several  years  past  3  cottages  in  Duck  Street  have  been 
closed  through  being  so  dilapidated  and  unfit  for  human 
habitation,  and  as  the  premises  became  dangerous  during  the 
year,  I  presented  a  report  to  the  Health  and  Sanitary  Com¬ 
mittee  with  a  view  to  the  property  being  demolished.  The 
property  was  eventually  removed  and  the  site  cleared,  thus 
affording  additional  air  space  to  the  surrounding  houses. 

Late  in  the  year  a  well  supplying  drinking  water  to  farm 
premises  situated  on  the  outskirts  of  the  district  suddenly 
became  polluted,  and  after  exerting  every  effort  for  the  well 
to  be  reformed  and  made  impervious  to  pollution  I  hope  that 
I  will  be  able  to  report  next  year  upon  this  water  supply  as 
fit  for  domestic  and  dietetic  purposes. 

Food  Premises. 

In  this  district  there  are  6  Licensed  and  3  Registered 
Slaughter-houses,  and  during  the  year  476  visits  were  made 
to  these  premises  during  the  actual  slaughtering  and  dressing 
of  animals  destined  for  food.  The  Public  Health  (Meat) 
Regulations,  that  have  recently  come  into  force  have 
undoubtedly  been  of  great  assistance  in  reducing  fruitless 
visits  to  a  minimum  and  given  more  control  over  the  meat 
supply  from  a  pathological  standpoint,  and  from  a  point  of 
cleaner  handling  and  transit. 

The  Slaughter-houses  generally  are  kept  in  a  cleanly  state 
save  for  one  or  two  instances  where  it  has  been  necessary  to 
draw  the  occupiers  attention  to  the  periodical  limewashing. 
As  for  excessive  accumulations  on  the  premises,  an  instance 
has  not  been  recorded. 

There  are  a  number  of  Butchers’  Shops  in  the  town  with  a 
regular  meat  supply  obtained  from  outside  the  district,  and  to 
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these  premises  132  visits  have  been  made  for  the  purpose  of 
inspecting  the  meat,  etc.  In  several  instances  quantities  have 
been  submitted  for  examination  and  found  to  be  untit  for 
food  and  eventually  destroyed. 

For  further  information  with  respect  to  the  periodical 
inspections  of  other  food  premises  and  the  summary  for  meat 
and  other  foods  that  have  been  found  to  be  diseased  or 
unsound  or  untit  for  human  consumption  ;  I  beg  to  refer  you 
to  the  list  of  inspections  at  the  end  of  this  report,  and  to  the 
following,  showing  a  total  of  2  tons,  ii  cwts.,  o  qrs.,  13  lbs. 
of  food  condemned  or  surrendered. 


Food  Surrendered  or  Seized. 

For  Tuberculosis. 

Oxen. 

3  Carcases 

4  Forequarters 

1  Hindquarter 
Organs  ; — 

8  Heads 

9  Sets  of  Lungs 

7  Livers 
4  Hearts 

4  Mysenteries 

3  Stomachs 

4  Spleens 
Suet 
Skirts 
Odd  Fats 
Other  Organs 

Pigs. 

2  Carcases 

Organs : 

3  Heads 

8  Sets  of  Lungs 

9  Livers 
8  Hearts 

2  Stomachs 
Other  Organs 
Other  Diseases. 

Oxen. 

Organs : — 

1  Head 

2  Sets  of  Lungs 
12  Livers 

2  Kidneys 
Suet 

Mysentery 
Other  Organs 


cwts.  qrs.  lbs. 

1223 

7118 
I  3  4 

202 
I  010 

I  014 

21 

2  13 

2  8 

loi 

1  I 
8 
6 

26 

120 

I 

26|. 
I  18 
iii 

i6 

18^ 


I  o^ 

22 

3  15 

6 

4 

12 

^9 
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Pigs. 


4  Carcases 

2 

0 

12^ 

Organs : — 

7  Heads 

I 

i3i 

9  Livers 

2 

5i 

9  Hearts 

i3i 

2  Spleens 

3 

4  Stomachs 

27 

2  Hides 

18 

Odd  Fats 

13 

Other  Organs 

9 

Sheep. 

3  Carcases 

I 

0 

22 

Organs ; 

I  Liver 

I  Set  of  Lungs 

3 

I  Heart 

Frozen  and  Chilled  Meat 

I 

26 

Other  Foods. 

27  Tins  of  Canned  Fruit 

I 

13I 

144  ,,  ,,  Meat 

6 

I 

19 

294  „  ,,  Fish 

3 

2 

io| 

10  ,,  ,,  Vegetables 

23i 

2  ,,  „  Milk 

3 

Total — 2  tons,  ii  cwts.,  0  qrs 

n  13 

lbs. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkstores. 

On  the  ist  October  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926, 
became  law  and  your  Council  (on  the  advice  of  the  Clerk  to 
the  Council)  resolved  that  every  Cowkeeper  or  Milkseller  in 
the  district  should  receive  a  copy  of  this  Order. 

The  new  Order  affects  all  persons  engaged  in  the  collection 
and  distribution  of  milk  very  considerably,  and  far  beyond 
the  old  law  now  revoked.  Greater  control  is  given  over 
premises  containing  milch  cows  and  those  used  for  the 
storage,  separating  or  measuring  of  milk,  and  milk  used  in  the 
making  of  cream,  butter  or  cheese,  and  also  the  daily  con¬ 
veying  and  delivering  of  milk  to  the  consumer.  The  Order 
is  undoubtedly  a  great  stimulus  for  obtaining  a  cleaner  milk 
supply. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  31  persons  registered 
(together  with  their  premises)  as  Cowkeepers  and  wholesale 
or  retail  purveyors  of  milk,  and  by  reference  to  the  summary 
of  inspections  and  visits  at  the  end  of  this  report,  a  detailed 
account  of  the  inspections  of  their  premises  will  be  found. 

During  the  early  part  of  the  year  one  or  two  applications  to 
retail  milk  in  this  district  were  received  from  dairymen,  etc., 
with  cowsheds  situated  outside  the  district  ;  and  although 
similar  applications  had  hitherto  been  granted,  it  was  then 
deemed  necessary,  in  view  of  the  lack  of  control  over  the 
source  of  their  supply,  to  take  samples  of  the  milk  in  course 
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of  delivery  to  the  consumer,  and  submit  same  for  bacterio¬ 
logical  examination,  this  course  was  eventually  extended  to 
all  milk  sellers  in  the  district,  and  although  several  samples 
have  been  far  from  satisfactory,  there  is  now  a  very  great 
improvement  and  I  venture  to  suggest  that  during  1927  keen 
competition  will  prevail  among  milk  sellers  and  producers  to 
keep  the  bacterial  count  per  cubic  centimetre  as  low  as  possi¬ 
ble  and  so  offer  a  cleaner  milk  to  the  consumer  than  in 
bygone  years. 

During  the  year  28  samples  of  milk  were  taken  and  sub¬ 
mitted  for  bacteriological  examination. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  year  one  Cowkeeper  and  retail 
purveyor  of  milk  converted  part  of  his  premises  into  a  modern 
dairy  and  a  separate  room  containing  a  sterilizing  plant  for 
utensils  and  bottles.  The  metal  utensils  only  being  used  for 
the  milking  of  cows,  recording  and  the  conveying  of  milk  to 
the  cooler  in  the  dairy.  The  bottles  after  sterilizing  used 
exclusively  for  the  reception  of  the  milk  from  the  cooler,  and 
alter  sealing  against  the  external  atmosphere,  conveyed  to  the 
consumer. 

Several  other  milk  producers  are  considering  this  course, 
upon  which  I  hope  to  comment  in  my  next  annual  report. 

Factories,  Workshops  and  Bakehouses. 

At  the  present  time  there  are  93  Factories,  62  Workshops, 
and  17  Bakehouses  on  the  register,  and  as  will  be  seen  by 
this  report  that  116  inspections  have  been  made  of  these 
premises. 

In  three  instances  it  was  found  that  there  was  insufficient 
sanitary  accommodation  provided  for  the  workers  employed 
in  the  factory  and  these  defects  were  remedied  as  early  as 
possible. 

There  are  several  other  items  with  details  at  the  end  of  this 
report. 

A  few  days  before  the  ist  February  and  the  ist  August  all 
occupiers  of  factories  and  workshops  employing  people  out¬ 
side  their  premises,  received  forms  under  the  Factory  and 
Workshop  Acts,  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  the  names  and 
addresses  of  such  outworkers.  93  lists  have  been  received 
containing  the  names  of  164  outworkers. 


Infectious  Disease  and  Disinfection. 

Throughout  the  year  much  attention  has  been  given  to  cases 
of  infectious  disease,  and  under  the  direction  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  every  effort  has  been  exerted  in  preventing 
the  spread  of  notifiable  diseases  in  the  district  and  the 
importation  of  cases  into  the  town. 

An  adequate  amount  of  disinfectants  is  allowed  for  each 
case  notified  with  instructions  as  to  their  use. 
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During  March  information  was  received  with  reference  to 
a  case  of  Anthrax  occurring  in  a  neighbouring  district,  and 
the  patient  being  employed  in  this  town.  Every  effort  was 
exerted  at  the  place  of  employment  to  prevent  any  further 
trouble  and  it  is  pleasing  to  report  that  nothing  further 
occurred. 

It  was  necessary  to  make  121  visits  during  the  year,  the 
greatest  number  of  visits  being  in  connection  with  Chicken- 
pox  and  Scarlet  Fever. 

At  the  termination  of  each  case  all  articles  of  clothing  and 
bedding  have  been  removed  from  the  infected  room  where 
the  patient  has  been  isolated,  to  our  depot,  Newton  Road,  for 
the  purpose  of  disinfection,  the  total  number  being  466. 

In  passing  the  matter  of  disinfection  it  would  be  as  well  to 
mention  that  our  means  of  disinfection  at  the  depot  dealt 
with  105  beds,  165  pillows  and  bolsters,  and  127  other  articles 
of  bedding. 

In  eight  instances  of  deaths  from  Phthisis  where  the 
Medical  Practitioner  in  attendance  certified  the  necessity  for 
destruction  of  the  infected  bedding,  claims  for  compensation 
were  received  by  the  Council  amounting  to  for  the  year. 

Further  information  with  reference  to  other  articles  des¬ 
troyed  and  disinfected  will  be  found  at  the  end  of  this  report. 


Petroleum  and  Carbide  of  Calcium  Stores. 

Sixty-five  visits  were  made  to  these  premises  during  the 
year  and  the  advent  of  the  Petroleum  Act,  1926,  on  the  4th 
August,  increased  the  duties  considerably,  likewise  will  for 
the  year  1927  increase  the  fees  according  to  storage  capacity. 

In  the  register  at  the  present  time  particulars  of  the  follow¬ 
ing  are  given  : — 

Bulk  stores  with  standard  pumps  attached  ...  9 

Can  stores,  each  containing  numerous  2  gall,  cans  20 
Carbide  of  Calcium  stores  ...  ...  9 


Rats  and  Mice  Destruction. 

By  direction  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries 
another  Rat  Week  was  held  from  the  ist  to  8th  November, 
and  the  Council  again  decided  to  pay  3d.  for  every  tail  from 
a  rat  caught  in  the  district  of  Rushden  and  delivered  at  the 
depot,  Newton  Road.  Four  hundred  and  forty-six  tails  were 
brought  in  at  a  cost  of  ;f5-ri-6.  Secondly  two  rat-catchers 
were  employed  for  a  period  of  3  months  at  a  retaining  fee  of 
10/-  a  week  for  the  purpose  of  destroying  rats  on  property 
owned  or  occupied  by  the  Council.  The  total  number  of  rats 
caught  being  236. 
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The  following  table  will  be  of  interest  : — 

Complaints  received  9 

Premises  inspected  18 

Enquiries  ...  3 

Public  property  worked  by  rat  catchers  .  5 

Total  of  rats  caught  on  Council  property  236 

,,  ,,  accounted  for  on  private  lands  94 

,,  ,,  brought  in  during  rat  week  446 


Fair  Ground. 

Spencer  Park  is  still  the  site  for  the  Annual  Fair,  and  during 
my  visits  whilst  the  fair  has  been  in  progress,  the  ground  has 
been  free  from  nuisance. 

The  sanitary  conveniences  in  the  park  are  at  the  disposal 
of  the  van  dwellers. 

For  the  past  seven  years  there  has  not  been  a  case  of  an 
infectious  disease. 

Knackers  Yard. 

Up  to  the  present  we  have  one  yard  in  the  district,  which 
has  been  free  from  nuisance  during  the  year. 

Conclusion. 

Once  again  my  sincere  thanks  are  offered  to  the  Council 
for  their  co-operation  and  support,  and  my  thanks  are  also 
due  to  other  Officers  of  the  Council. 

For  the  untiring  co-operation,  advice  and  assistance  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  I  have  no  alternative  than  to  offer 
mv  sincere  thanks  and  gratitude. 

I  am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

FREDK.  S.  F.  PIPER,  M.S.I.A.,  C.R.S.I., 
Sanitary  Inspector. 
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SUMMARY  OF  THE  WORK  OF  THE 
SANITARY  DEPARTMENT. 


Number  and  description  of 
inspections  and  visits. 


Complaints  received  ...  139 

Inspection  of  houses  under  Public  Health.  Acts  75 

Inspection  of  houses  under  Housing  Acts  30 

Inspection  of  houses  and  premises  for 

Voluntary  Improvements  ...  9 

Other  premises  ...  ...  ...  104 

Houses  etc.  with  respect  to  refuse  receptacles  58 

Food  Premises. 

Slaughterhouses  ...  .  .  ...  476 

Butchers  Shops  ..  ...  ...  132 

Fish  Shops  and  Grocers  Shops  ...  ...  17 

Stalls  on  Market  Place  ...  18 

Other  Food  Premises  .  .  ...  9 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops. 

Cowsheds  ...  ...  ...  53 

Dairies  ...  ...  ...  36 

Milkshops  and  Milkstores  ...  ...  14 

Proposed  New  Dairies  ...  ...  3 

Factory  and  Workshops  Acts. 

Factories  ...  ...  ...  56 

Workshops  ...  ...  ...  14 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  33 

Outworkers  Premises  ...  ...  13 

Zymotic  Diseases. 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  i 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...  23 

Scarlet  Fever  contacts  ...  ...  2 

Encephalitis  Lethargica  ...  ...  i 

Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  8 

Cancer  ...  ...  i 

Other  Diseases  ..  ...  ...  2 

Inspections  of  Schools  with  respect  to 

Infectious  Diseases  ...  2 

Chicken-pox  ...  ...  ...  81 

Secondary  Visits  ...  ...  ...  475 
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Petroleum  Acts. 

Petrol  Stores,  Inspections  of 

Carbide  of  Calcium  Stores,  Inspections  of 

Sites  for  Petrol  Stores 

Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Acts. 

Complaints  received 
Premises  Inspected  ... 

Enquiries 


50 

9 

6 


9 

18 

3 


Total  ...  1980 

Number  of  Notices  served  during  the  Year. 

Preliminary  Notices  ,,,  ...  86 

Statutory  Notices  ...  ...  ...  7 

Cautionary  Letters  ...  ...  22 


115 

Rooms,  Wearing  Apparel,  etc.,  disinfected  after  Cases 

of  Infectious  Disease. 


Rooms  Disinfected  : — 


Diphtheria 

•  •  • 

I 

Scarlet  Fever 

•  •  • 

24 

Erysipelas 

•  •  • 

3 

Pneumonia 

•  •  • 

18 

Tuberculosis 

•  •  « 

16 

Cancer 

•  •  • 

9 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

»  •  • 

I 

Chicken-pox  (in  private  houses) 

67 

,,  (in  schools) 

«  •  • 

I 

Other  Diseases 

•  •  • 

13 

153 

Articles  Disinfected  : — 

Beds 

105 

Pillows  and  Bolsters 

165 

Other  articles  of  Bedding 

127 

Other  Household  articles 

8 

Articles  of  Wearing  Apparel 

42 

Books  (private) 

4 

,,  (Library) 

15 

466 

Articles  Destroyed  : — 

Beds 

29 

Pillows  and  Bolsters 

35 

Other  articles  of  Bedding 

5 

Articles  of  Wearing  Apparel 

13 

Other  Household  articles 

2 

84 

Total 

•  •  • 

703 

29 


APPENDIX. 


Tabular  Summary  of  Defects  remedied  during 

the  year. 


Rooms  stripped  and  cleansed  ...  53 

Staircases  and  passages  stripped  and 

cleansed  ...  ...  ...  11 

Staircases  repaired  ...  ...  i 

Walls  repaired  ...  ...  8 

Internal  Walls  repaired  ...  3 

Roofs  re-thatched  ...  ...  3 

Roofs  repaired  ...  ...  7 

Ceilings  repaired  ...  ..  6 

Gutters  and  rain  water  pipes  fixed  ...  4 

Gutters  repaired  ...  ...  3 

Chimney  Stacks  repaired  ...  3 

Yards  paved  ...  ...  i 

Yard  Paving  repaired  ..."  ...  20 

Entrance  Passages  repaved  ...  3 

Galvanised  iron  sanitary  ash-bins  provided  64 
Damp  walls  rendered  dry  ...  3 

Floors  repaired  ...  ...  4 

New  Floors  laid  ...  ...  i 

Windows  repaired  ...  ...  3 

Sink  waste-pipes  fixed  ...  ...  i 

Fireplaces,  Coppers,  etc.  repaired  ...  10 

Outhouses  repaired  ...  ...  i 

Drains  repaired  .  ...  3 

Ventilating  pipes  erected  i 

New  pans  and  traps  fixed  to  W.C.’s  3 

Inspection  chambers  repaired  ...  i 

,,  ,,  erected  ...  i 

Gullies  fixed  in  place  of  defective  gullies  i 
W.C.’s  repaired  ...  .  .  ii 

Obstructions  removed  from  drains  24 

Accumulations  removed  .  .  2 

Smoke  nuisance  abated  ...  3 

Other  nuisances  ...  ...  9 

Food  premises  cleansed  ...  i 

Overcrowding  abated  ...  .  .  i 

Dangerous  buildings  repaired  ...  3 

Waste  lands,  possession  taken  by  Council  1 

Doors  repaired  ...  ...  i 

Disused  wells  filled  in  ...  t 

Dangerous  houses  demolished  ...  3 

Flooding  of  cellars  prevented  ...  2 

Intercepters  fixed  ...  ...  2 

Ball  valve  intercepter  fixed  ...  i 
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Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops. 

New  Dairies  formed 
Cowsheds  limewashed  ... 

Floors  repaired 

Accumulations  of  manure  removed 


Factories  and  Workshops. 

Additional  W.C.’s  provided  ... 

W.C.’s  repaired  ...  6 

W.C.’s  cleansed  ...  .  22 

Urinals  cleansed  ...  ...  i 

Urinals  repaired  ...  ...  i 

Yard  paving  repaired  ...  ..  i 

Gutters  repaired  ...  ...  r 

Accumulations  removed  ...  i 

Other  nuisances  ...  ...  2 

Workshops. 

W.C.’s  cleansed  ...  ...  2 

Workshops  cleansed  ...  ...  4 

Floors  repaired  ...  ...  2 

Walls  and  ceilings  repaired  ...  i 

Bakehouses  cleansed  and  limewashed  9 

Woodwork  repainted  ...  ...  i 


364 


Voluntary  Improvements. 

Pedestal  W.C.’s  hxed  (with  flushing 
cisterns)  ... 

Baths  and  waste  pipes  fixed 
Lavatory  basins  and  waste  pipes  ... 

New  drains  to  houses  constructed 
Soil  and  vent  pipes 
Gullies  fixed 

Inspection  chambers  constructed  ... 

New  sinks  and  waste  pipes  fixed  .. 

Parts  of  buildings  converted  for  W.C.’s 
,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  Bathrooms 

Other  improvements 
Earth  closets  removed  ... 

Vent  pipes  removed 
W.C.’s  removed 
Yards  repaved 


8 

2 

5 

8 

7 

7 

8 

3 

2 

5 

5 

I 

I 

I 

1 


Total  428 
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